BIBLE STUDIES
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Ordination

( Jr. Chaplain’s (under 3 yrs.) ordination is not for the specific purpose of ordaining one to be a minister, or pastor of a church, but rather those dedicated to caring for persons in spirit, mind, and body.


( Chaplains are called to serve God's people as commissioned by the sacred Word of God.


( Ordination, anointing is a spiritual gift and calling directly from God, and is not to be taken lightly.


( MOFM offers a pre non-clergy opportunity for chaplaincy lay graduates, to become Jr. ordained, and serve families in times of crisis, attend to spiritual needs, and prayer,  in authority.

So Jesus said to them “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” and when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

John 20:21-22

In the Old Testament ordination was used to affirm a man to serve God’s purpose. Ordination validated God’s will for a fully qualified man to serve God and His people.
Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me; Isaiah 6:8
Do you have a growing ability to communicate the word of God to listeners?

Do you good practices, morals, character, and work ethics?
Do you have deep respect for the God-ordained institutions of life, family, church, and state?
Do you feel spiritually led, and ready to lead by example?
Can you show evidence of your calling, qualification, and authority found in Scripture, and where?
Are you truly called and equipped by God for chaplaincy?
Do you love Christ, and are you in relationship with him?
Can you profess your faith, and be obedient to your promises and responsibilities?
Do you believe God is calling you into chaplaincy, and why?


"Set apart for me, Barnabas and Saul, to the work which I have called them." Acts 13
 Examples of the ordination procedure can be seen in Acts 6:1-4; Acts 13:1-3,  sometimes called commissioning,; Acts 14:23; II Timothy 1:6.
Bible Study:  Divinity



Divinity is a divine being, such as God.

How does the apostle Paul define the mystery of God? 1 Timothy 3:16.
"The work of redemption is called a mystery, and it is indeed the mystery by which everlasting righteousness is brought to all who believe. Hiding His divinity, laying aside His glory, [Christ] was born a babe in Bethlehem. In human flesh He lived the law of God, that He might condemn sin in the flesh, and bear witness to heavenly intelligences that the law was ordained to life and to ensure the happiness, peace, and eternal good of all who obey.
"Alpha and Omega"
Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, denoting the first and last, and the beginning and end  (Rev. 22:13).

The phrase is used of the Father and Jesus in Revelation (Rev. 1:8; 21:6; 22:13), speaking to the eternal nature of God, thus affirming the deity of Christ.

Because it expresses His deity, the phrase "Alpha and Omega" also expresses Jesus' power to carry out the Father's plan of redemption, which is a major theme in Revelation. Jesus has unlimited power to save the elect, and destroy the enemies of the cross.

Compare Isaiah 41:4, "I the Lord, the first, and with the last;'-
"I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God;" Isaiah 44:6,
"I am he; I am the first, I also am the last." Isaiah 48:12
There can be no doubt that the language here would be naturally understood as implying divinity, and it could be properly applied to no one but the true God. 

"First and Last"
Three times in Revelation, Jesus refers to Himself as the first and last (Rev. 1:17; 2:8; 22:13), and once, he uses it in direct connection with the phrase "Alpha and Omega."
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end" (Rev. 22:13). 

The phrase "first and last" is used by God in Isaiah (Is. 44:6; 48:12), and is used by Jesus of Himself in Revelation (Rev. 1:17; 2:8; 22:13).

Likewise, the phrase "living One," which Jesus uses of Himself, linked to "first and last" in Revelation 1:17, was similarly used of God.

Again, Jesus emphasizes His deity. He is the first and last, the living One who has the keys to death and Hades. He has the power to wash our robes in His blood, to give us the right to the tree of life, and to grant us entrance into the heavenly city of God (Rev. 1:18; 22:13-14).

"Beginning and End"
The phrase "beginning and end" is used twice in Revelation, once by God and once by Jesus (Rev. 21:6; 22:13).

It's used by Jesus in connection with "Alpha and Omega" in Revelation 22:13, again denoting His deity and power.

But additionally, the phrase "beginning and end" means Jesus is the whole of everything. In other words, as we sometimes sing, "He's My All in All."

"Among the Jewish Rabbis, it was common to use the first and the last letters of the Hebrew alphabet to denote the whole of anything, from beginning to end" 
As the beginning and end, Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith. "Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.  (Heb. 12:2, NKJ). Our hope is in Jesus: His divine power, His sacrifice, His priesthood, His mediation and advocacy, His salvation of our souls.

By using the phrase "Alpha and Omega," Jesus declares His deity and divine power in which we trust for salvation. Because of this hope, we eagerly wait for His coming, to take us home to heaven, where we'll worship God forever.

Divinity: Worksheet

For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above, who? 

_____________________________________________________________ (Ps 97:9)

God says I am the, what?


__________________________ and ______________________ (Rev 22:13)

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the?
 
_____________________________________________________________ (Isa 40:3)

Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am, what?

__________________________ and  ________________________ (Isa 44:6)
What does God command us not to do with his word? 
 

_______________________ or ___________________ (Deut. 4:2; 12:32)
God is the horn of what? 
 
______________________________________________________________ (2 Sam. 22:3)

The law of the Lord, is what?

_______________________________________________________________ (Psalm 19:7)

Jesus is the Lord, of what?   


______________________________________________________________ (1 Cor. 2:8 )

Bible Study: Grace

Grace is a divine a virtue coming from God. A state of sanctification enjoyed through divine grace.
God's grace has appeared to all men.

Objectively, "grace" means that which bestows pleasure, delight, joy, or causes favorable regard

Subjectively, "grace" means the friendly disposition of mind to bestow a kindly act, undeserved favor.
God's grace is only contacted in Christ (Eph. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:9; 2:1; 2:10) though it has appeared to all men (Tit. 2:11). We enter into Christ through baptism (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27).

Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 2 Timothy 1:9

The grace of God was given to us in Christ before time began (2 Tim. 1:9) according to God's predetermination (Acts 15:18;).

Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption, which is in Christ Jesus; Romans 3:24

Grace and salvation are in Christ. We enter Christ through baptism (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27).

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; Romans 5:1–2

We access God's grace through Christ by faith. Salvation is a free gift (by God's grace) to those who are in Christ (Rom. 5:1-2, 15; 6:23).


We are saved by grace through faith, not of works. We are God's workmanship for good works. 
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8–10


Who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.
Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you, 1 Peter 3:20–21

Noah was saved by grace. Yet, he had to obey God and build the ark by faith to be saved from the flood (Gen. 6:14-22; Heb. 11:7).

We are saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8). Faith demands that we obey God (Rom. 1:5; 16:26; Gal. 5:6; Heb. 11:1-40). The antitype which now saves us is baptism (1 Pet. 3:20-21, Galatians 5:4

You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

Christians can fall from grace. (1 Tim. 4:1-5; Heb. 3:12


Some Christians will depart from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1-5; Heb. 3:12).

Christians, who return to a life of sin, crucify again for themselves the Son of God (Heb. 6:4-6).

Christians can sin willfully, trampling the Son of God underfoot and counting the blood of the covenant with which they were sanctified a common thing (Heb. 10:26-29).

We must be diligent not to fall short of God's grace by defiling ourselves and selling our birthright (Heb. 12:12- 17).

When a Christian returns to a life of sin, his name is blotted out of the Book of Life (Rev. 3:3-5).

Paul delivered two Christians to Satan that they might learn not to blaspheme (1 Tim. 1:18-20).

Jesus teaches that God's law is tempered with mercy (compassion). Many Christians understand this principle, although they may not understand the Scriptural background of the principle.

Laws (religious or secular) are not written to deal with every possible exception which may arise in an emergency situation. For this reason, God has always given His people a law that is tempered with mercy (compassion).

The principle of God's desire for above sacrifice is obvious in the following commonsense examples.

If unbelievers were in a car wreck outside the church building, we would use the church's first-aid kit and telephone to help the injured people. Although it is not the church's work to provide medical aid to unbelievers, the necessity of the situation requires us to act out of mercy and use the church's resources to help those who were injured in the accident.

Because mercy demands us to act in an emergency situation, we cannot change the work of the church. As in the examples above, we could neither take money from the treasury to build a hospital for unbelievers nor could we take money from the treasury to build a food bank for unbelievers.

God's law has never been blind to the emergency needs of people.

Jesus teaches this lesson on two separate occasions:

It was necessary for Jesus to associate with sinners since His mission was to call sinners to repentance. Matt. 9:9-13

The Pharisees did not understand the principle of mercy (compassion) above sacrifice. (Matt. 9:13, Hos. 6:6).

Bible teaching on Mercy:

The merciful will obtain mercy. Matt. 5:7

Mercy is a weightier matter of law than tithing. Matt. 23:23

Worksheet: Grace

Grace is Jesus sacrifice on our behalf.  What did he give?


____________________________________________________________________ (1 Timothy 2:6)

How was the church purchased?
 

___________________________________________________________________ (Acts 20:28)



How is grace illustrated in Luke?



________________________________________________ (Luke 15:4-7)

________________________________________________ (Luke 15:8-10)
________________________________________________ (Luke 15:11-32)
What did God send forth that we might be redeemed?

___________________________________________________________________(Galatians 4:4-5)
We are forgiven our trespasses by what? 
 
___________________________________________________________ ____ (Colossians 2:13-14)
What did Jesus teach us and say about himself?
 
________________________________________________________________ (John 14:1-6)
Through Christ and his sacrifice, we receive what?

________________________ and _________________________ (Romans 5:1-2, 6-9)
What is the “Word” of the cross, to those being saved?
 
_________________________________________________________________ (Corinthians 1:18)
Bible Study:  Salvation

Salvation is described as, deliverance from the power and effects of sin. 
God planned man's salvation from before the creation of the world (Eph. 2:10; 3:11).

God wants everyone to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).

God loves everyone (Jn. 3:16), but He will only save the people who obey Jesus (Heb.

5:9; 2 Th. 1:8-10).

If we love God, we will obey Him (1 John. 5:3).

If we love Jesus, we will obey Him (John. 14:15; 15:10).

What does Jesus teach us to do, to be saved?

Believe in Him (John. 6:29; 8:24).

People, who believe, obey the gospel (2 Th. 1:8-10).

People who have a disobedient faith (dead faith) are not saved (Ja. 2:14-26).

Repent (Luke. 13:3, 5).

To repent means to have a change of mind resulting in a change of action (2 Cor. 7:9-10).

Confess Jesus to be God's Son (Matt. 10:32-33; Lk. 12:8-9).

Be baptized (Matt. 28:18-19; Mk. 16:16).

"Baptize" is a transliteration of a Greek word meaning to dip, to immerse. Baptism

is a process of immersion in water and emergence out of water.

Only men and women (not babies) were baptized (Acts 8:12; cf. Acts 5:14).

Remain faithful (Rev. 2:10).

The apostles teach salvation, exactly as commanded by Jesus.

Obey Jesus (Heb. 5:9).

Believe (Heb. 11:6; Rom. 1:16; 10:17).

Repent (Acts 17:30).

Confess Jesus to be God's Son (Acts 8:37; cf. Rom. 10:10).

Be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:18-20).

For the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).

To wash away sins (Acts 22:16).

To be saved (1 Pet. 3:21; cf. Mk. 16:16).

Into (to be united with) Christ (Rom. 6:3-5; Col. 2:9-13).

Remain faithful (1 Cor. 15:2; Rev. 2:10).

The nine conversions in the Bible:

Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:5-47) 

People who believed (Acts 2:44), asked Peter what they should do (Acts 2:37). Peter commanded them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38). The people who obeyed Peter were saved and added to the church (Acts 2:40-47).

Samaritans (Acts 8:4-13)

Men and women who believed Philip's preaching (Acts 8:4-5, 12-13) were baptized (Acts 8:12).

Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-40) 

The eunuch believed Philip's preaching concerning Christ (Acts 8:35, 37). He believed, confessed Jesus to be God's Son, and was baptized (Acts 8:36-39).

Paul (Acts 9:1-20; 22:16) 

Paul saw the Lord in a vision. Afterwards, he was blind for three days during which time he prayed (Acts 9:3-9, 11). Paul was commanded to be baptized, and wash away his sins calling on the name of the Lord (Acts 22:16).  From Paul's conversion, we learn that we cannot be saved by praying. And, we learn that we must be baptized to wash away our sins calling on the name of the Lord.

Cornelius (Acts 10:34-48) 

Peter preached to Cornelius and his household the things commanded by the Lord (Acts 10:33). He commanded them to be baptized (Acts10:48). From Cornelius' conversion, we learn that someone can be a good person (Acts 10:1-2, 22), but he must believe and be baptized to be saved (Acts 10:43, 48).

Lydia (Acts 16:13-15) 

Lydia and her household were baptized (Acts 16:15).

Philippians Jailer (Acts 16:25-34) 

The jailer asked Paul what he must do to be saved (Acts 16:30). Paul told him to believe in the Lord Jesus (Acts 16:31). Then, Paul spoke the word of the Lord to the jailer and his household after which they were immediately baptized (Acts 16:32-33).

Crispus, Corinthians (Acts 18:8) 

Those who heard and believed the gospel were baptized (Acts 18:8).

Ephesians (Acts 19:1-7) 

Paul preached the gospel to men who had been baptized into John's baptism (Acts. 19:3). After hearing the gospel, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 19:5).

From the Ephesians' conversion, we learn that people who have been baptized with a baptism other than Christ's must be baptized with Christ's baptism to be saved.

Today is the day of salvation. The day of the Lord will come like a thief and the world will be destroyed (2 Pet. 3:10).

We must be ready at all times for the destruction of the world (2 Pet. 3:10-14) and the judgment (2 Cor. 5:10; Heb. 9:27).

 Now is the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2).

Salvation:  Worksheet

The word save means "to rescue, to keep from harm, to keep safe and sound, to rescue from destruction or loss, to deliver." The word always implies some kind of danger. In each of the above examples, there was some kind of danger. What danger was there in Matthew 8:25?

 ___________________________________________________________

THOUGHT QUESTION: Are you in any danger right now? 
(A person will never be saved until they first realize that they are in great danger.)

The first question that needs to be asked is this: What do I need to be saved from? 

 Read Luke 23:39. What did this criminal want to be saved from? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was this man not saved and why was the other criminal saved?

_________________________________________________________________

What do you need to be saved from?
Romans 5:9 (compare 1:18) 

____________________________________________________


Matthew 1:21 ________________________________________


2 Corinthians 1:10 ___________________________________
(see Hebrews 2:3 "so great salvation" for "so great a death")

What kind of person needs a SAVIOUR (Luke 5:32)? _________________________________ (Those who do not live in burning houses do not need to be saved from fire!) 

What kind of people did Christ come to save?

1 Timothy 1:15; Romans 5:8 __________________________________________

Luke 19:10; those who are ___________________________________________


Have you ever seen yourself as a lost sinner facing great danger?

_________________________________________________________________

When it comes to God’s great salvation, is it possible for a sinner to save himself (Titus 3:5; Ephesians 2:8-9)? 
 ________________________________________________________________________  

Who is the only Savior (Acts 4:10-12)? _____________________________.  
In fact His very name means "Savior" (see Matthew 1:21)!

For whom has salvation been made available (John 3:17; 1 Timothy 2:3-4)? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

And yet there is only one kind of person God can save. He can only save those who ______________ unto God by (through) Him (Jesus)--Hebrews 7:25 (compare John 14:6).

There is only one way to be saved. A person must be saved by _________________ through 

_____________________ (Ephesians 2:8). 

What must a person do to be saved (Acts 16:30-31)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Who are the only people that God actually saves (1 Corinthians 1:21)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the devil know God’s plan of salvation (Luke 8:12)? ______________________________ 


Are you in danger? Can you save yourself? Do you need a Savior? Do you need Him now? 

What must YOU do to be saved? _______________________________________________

Bible Study: Anointing

Anointing is to apply oil to as a sacred rite especially for consecration; to choose by divine election, such as ordaining.
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek: he hath sent me to bind up the broken​hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; Isaiah 61:1

To be “anointed” is, among other things, to be made sacred (consecrated); to be set apart and dedicated to serve God; to be endowed with enabling gifts and grace; to be divinely designated, inaugurated, or chosen for some purpose.
"How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him." [Acts:10:38] 
"But the anointing which you have received of him abides in you" [1Jn:2:27]
The first thing we have to recognize is that God anoints His people for a purpose.
He anointed Jesus, and he anoints His children.

Look closely at the scripture found in acts 10:38: How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power, who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

Notice first of all that the Scripture doesn't say, how God anointed Jesus the Son of God with the Holy Ghost." What is says is that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth (the man). What so many Christians don't understand is that even though Jesus was the only begotten Son of God he left all of his power and glory in Heaven and came to earth in the same form as every other man. 
"And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." (Phil: 2:8) "Wherefore in all things it pleased Jesus to be made like unto his brethren,  (Heb: 2:17)
• He was born a man
• He lived on earth as a man
• As a man He had no more power than you or I
• He hungered and thirsted as a man
• He suffered as a man
• He died as a man
It is extremely important to notice in the Gospels that Jesus never did even one miracle 
until He was anointed by the Holy Spirit. It was only after the Spirit of God descended upon Him that he began His ministry. (Mt:3:16)
Regardless of what many think there is no Biblical evidence that Jesus ever performed any miracles, nor did he enter into ministry until after He received the Holy Spirit, and the power that comes with the infilling anointing of the Holy Ghost.
It is also important to note that Jesus also told the disciples not to go anywhere, or do anything, (not even to witness) until they had received the anointing (baptism) of the Holy Ghost).
· "And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but wait in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high." (Lk: 24:49)
· "But you shall receive power, after the Holy Ghost is come upon you ... " (Acts:1:8)
There are indeed many different kinds of anointing, none of which are without importance. Yet, the most important thing for us to realize is that every born-again child of God has received the Spirit of God, and thereby an anointing of the Spirit. 

Every born-again child of God has received the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. This is not to be confused with the infilling or the baptism of the Holy Spirit which is a completely separate experience - but every born-again believer has received the Spirit of God. 

· Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; (1Cor:2:12)
· But ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (Rom:8:15)
· In whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, (Eph:1:13)
Every born-again person is anointed to some degree to be a help (1Cor: 12:28) to the body of Christ and to assist in the many different needs of the ministry as they are needed and called upon.

Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. 1 Sam. 16:13
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me because the Lord has anointed me. Isaiah 61:1

For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thought than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:8-9

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. James 5:14

Ordination Through Lay Ministry

• What influenced your decision?

• How did your family and friends react to your decision?

• What value is there in someone becoming involved in ministry in the Church?

• Do you ever regret your decision?

• Would you do it again?

• What if you change your mind?

• What qualities are important in someone considering ministry?
The oil throughout scripture typically symbolizes the Holy Spirit.
Anointing: Worksheet

The kings of the earth set themselves in array, and the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his? 
 

_______________________________________________________________ (Acts 4:26)

Put these clothes on your brother Aaron and his sons, anoint and ordain them. Consecrate them so they may serve me as? 
_______________________________________________________________ (Exodus 30:30)

It is like the precious upon the head?



_______________________________________________________________ (Psalm 133:2)
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you what? 


________________________________________________________________ (Psalm 23:5)
Then there is the laying on of hands for the purpose of ordination and?

________________________________________________________________ (Acts 6:6)


Jesus instructed and declared, "the sick upon whom they lay their hands will?

_________________________________________________________________ (Mark. 16:18)

Through the Spirit one receives faith; by the same Spirit another is given?

______________________ and  __________________________ (1 Corinthians 12:9-10)

In all, the Church has been continually mindful of our Lord's command to?

_________________________________________________________________ (Matt. 10:8)



Bible Study:  Leadership


Leadership is the capacity to lead; the office or position of a leader.


Servant Leadership is simply following the character of our Lord into a management model.

How do we do this? Making sure we have “Christ life” before “ministry life,” or “leadership life!” 
Thus, the leadership of Christ is producing a church of spiritual maturity and involvement

Philippians 3:10-17; 1 Timothy 4:11-14; 2 Timothy 2:15; Titus 2:6-8

We have to ask ourselves whether we are being an agent of change or being manipulative and controlling. We have to ask ourselves if we are empowering people or scheming to get them to do what we want. Are we leading from our authentic spiritual formation or from an idea of what we think we should be? Because, to be a leader for Christ, we must put off our own personal agendas and adopt His will and ways!
The job of one who is committed to Servant Leadership is to model and facilitate trust in God and in one another. A good leader will always be actively listening and courteous. Your appreciation, love, and recognition of the contribution of others will encourage respect for one another because, as a team, all are growing together!

 

The leadership must show a real, genuine sense of being Christ’s servant and modeling it, and recognize the people in their care as His children. (Galatians 2:20-21; Ephesians 4:11-13). Good leaders are available to others as Christ was (Mark 1:32-39). 

 Good leaders empower and employ others as Paul did (Rom. 16:3-7, 9, 22; Col. 4:7, 10-11; 2 Tim. 4:20; Tit. 3:12; Phil. 23). 

 If we are claiming Christ as Lord, we need to be living the life. Be enthusiastic (Prov. 22:29; Rom. 12:11; 2 Thess. 3:13; 2 Tim. 2:15)!
There are two sources of authority - heaven and man (Matt. 21:23-27).

Authority from heaven is God's doctrine (Rom. 6:17; 16:17; 1 Tim. 6:1; Tit. 2:10).

It is revealed in the Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16-17; cf. 2 Jn. 1:9).

Authority from man is the doctrines of men and demons (Matt. 15:9; Mk. 7:6-9;

Col. 2:22; 1 Tim. 4:1; cf. 2 Cor. 11:13-15).

"Authority" defined:

The Greek word exousia (translated "authority" in Matt. 21:23, 24, 27) is a noun

That comes from the Greek verb exesti meaning it is right, lawful.

"Authority" is the power to command what is right and lawful.

Jesus has all authority (Matt. 28:18).

A person conducting himself according to Jesus' commands has authority from Jesus for what he does (Col. 3:17). This person has authority from heaven.

A person not conducting himself according to Jesus' commands does not have authority from Jesus. Man's authority results in death.

Man's thoughts and ways are different from God's (Is. 55:8-9).

We must go to God's word to know His ways (Rom. 10:17; 1 Cor. 2:10-16; 2, Tim. 3:16-17).

Man cannot rely on his conscience to obey God.

The way that seems right to a man results in eternal death (Pr. 16:2, 25).

Man is incapable of discerning the truth without God and His word (Jn. 17:17;

Rom. 1:16-17; 10:17; 2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Saul (the apostle Paul) lived in good conscience and sinned (Acts 23:1; 22:1-5).

Man cannot rely on human wisdom to obey God.

1Cor. 1:18-31 God saves those who believe (vs. 21) so that no flesh may glory

in His presence (vs. 29).

Our faith cannot be in man's wisdom (1 Cor. 2:5; cf. Rom.1:16; 10:17; 1 Cor. 4:6;

2 Tim. 3:16-17).

If our faith is in man's wisdom, it is demonic (Ja. 3:13-18; 2:19).

We must avoid worldly wisdom (1 Cor. 2:5; 3:18-23; cf. 1 Cor. 4:6). The result

of adhering to worldly wisdom is carnality (1 Cor. 3:1-4) and eternal death (2 Cor.

7:10; cf. Rev. 20:14-15).

The majority of people will perish (Matt. 7:13-14).

Only eight souls were saved in the days of Noah (1 Pet. 3:20).
Jesus recognized the need to establish authority. Matt. 21:24-27. Jesus has not given us a rulebook to use in interpreting His word. 

The Bible is sufficient without any man-made rules of interpretation (cf. Eph. 5:17; 2 Tim. 3:16-

17; 1 Pet. 4:11).

Today, denominations (e.g., Roman Catholic and Mormon) instruct their members to interpret the Bible based on their creeds, catechisms, and other gospels. Christians cannot interpret God's word based on man-made methodological principles of interpretation (i.e., rules of interpretation).

God's commands are in His word (1 Cor. 2:10-16; 14:37). His word cannot be changed

(Deut. 4:2; 1 Tim. 4:11; Rev. 22:18-19).

God has spoken through Jesus (Heb. 1:1-2; Matt. 17:5). We must obey Jesus (Heb. 5:9;

Gal. 6:2; 2 Th. 1:8; 2 Jn. 1:9).

Jesus commissioned the apostles (Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16).

The apostles were ambassadors of Christ. God spoke through them (2 Cor. 5:20; 1Cor. 2:10-16; 1 Th. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21).

God gave commands through the apostles (1 Cor. 14:37; 2 Pet. 3:2).

No one is excused from obeying God (Acts 17:30; Rom. 1:20).

God commands all men to repent (Acts 17:30).

We keep God's commandments because we love Him (1 Jn. 5:3).

We learn about keeping God's commandments in the Old Testament (Rom. 15:4; cf. 1

Cor. 10:6, 11; Gal. 3:


Leadership: Worksheet

Even as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to?

_____________________________________________________________ (Matt. 20:28)

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, pastors and?


______________________________________________________________ (Ephesians 4:11-12)

For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have turned back to the?

_______________________________________________________________ (1 Pet. 2:25)
As each has received a gift, employ it in serving one another, of the grace of God  as  good?

_______________________________________________________________ (1 Peter 4:10)
Whoever desires to become great among you shall be your?

_______________________________________________________________ (Matthew 20:26)

Lead me, Yahweh, in your righteousness because of my?

______________________________________________________________ (Psalms 5:8)

In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths?

_______________________________________________________________ (Proverbs 3:5-6)
Where there is no wise guidance, the nation falls, but in the multitude of counselors there is?

_______________________________________________________________ (Proverbs 11:14)

Bible Study:  Evangelism

Evangelism is the winning or revival of personal commitments to Christ.
Evangelism is the opportunity to talk about God in everyday conversation. We can take advantage of these opportunities and spread the good news by asking questions to stimulate conversation, responding to peoples' comments, telling people about ourselves, communicating rather than sinning, and overcoming objections with gracious speech.

As a result, some people will come to Christ through His word. And we'll be privileged to witness the power of God working in the lives of men (Rom. 1:16).

· Learning about people and their religion. 

· Identifying common ground, based on God's word and authority. 

· Teaching the Bible, while overcoming objections. 

Ask Questions to Introduce Topics of Conversation. Jesus is the supreme example of asking questions to introduce a topic, then proceeding to teach a related lesson.

He asked the disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" After they answered, He asked, "But who do you say that I am?" Then He proceeded to teach a lesson on the church. Matthew 16:13-15

When talking with our friends and neighbors, we can introduce topics by asking questions, which often provide a teaching opportunity. Simply ask, "What do you think about?" And then discuss the subject.

Respond to People's Comments. In John 3, Jesus taught a lesson on salvation when responding to Nicodemus' comment.

Anytime someone makes a comment, we have an opportunity to talk about God and His word. If someone says, "It's a great day!" you can respond with "God is really blessing us, isn't He?" Which may lead to a conversation about God.

This type of communication doesn't require a complex thought process. Just be open with people, telling them what's in your heart, and see what happens.

Tell People About Yourself. Paul told people about himself, to teach them about God.

He told the Corinthians he was the least of the apostles because he persecuted the church of God, to demonstrate the effectiveness of God's grace (1 Cor. 15:9-10).

And he told the Jews he had persecuted the Way to the death, binding and putting Christians into prisons, and approving of Stephen's death (Acts 22:4, 20). Telling about his life, Paul also told them about his salvation, relaying Jesus' command as spoken by Ananias, "Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.'"

Telling people about our salvation, and us is one of the most effective evangelistic methods. Sadly, though, it's a tool we often neglect, possibly because of pride, unwilling to tell people about the time we were dead in sin, and the time we obeyed God's word to be saved.

Don't compromise your faith. We're faced with situations where we have to speak up or compromise our faith. In other words, we can either be silent and follow the crowd in the way of sin, or communicate our disapproval and object to the behavior.

Daniel and his friends are good examples of communicating, rather than following the crowd in sin.

· Daniel determined not to defile himself with an unlawful diet, and communicated to the commander. As a result, he found a solution that avoided sin. Dan. 1:8-13

· Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego refused to worship the king's idol and communicated their objection. After Nebuchadnezzar witnessed the power of God to save the three men, he blessed God. Dan. 3:16-18

Overcome Objections. As we talk to people about God, we come across people who voice opposition to the things we believe.

When this occurs, we shouldn't be overcome with fear, but be happy that someone is willing to open up and share their thoughts with us. These are the times when we have the greatest opportunity to influence people with the gospel of Christ.

In Ephesus, for example, Paul was challenged by many adversaries while reasoning and persuading the people concerning the kingdom of God. As a result, a wide door for effective service opened to him. (Acts 19:8-9; 1 Cor. 16:8-9).

We should consider it a great honor when people communicate their objections to things relating to God and His word. Many times, these people care deeply about God's word, and can be convinced of the truth revealed in His word.

When we're challenged to defend our faith, we should be very careful to exhibit the correct behavior, speaking the truth in love, not reviling people who revile us, and speaking with gracious speech (Eph. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:21-23; Col. 4:5-6). 

Often, people pay attention to our behavior, more than the things we communicate from God's word.

 

Evangelism: Worksheet

What was the last command Jesus gave his disciples? 

________________________________________________ (Matthew 28:19-20).

Jesus appointed twelve to be with him and to do what?  

_______________________________________________________ (Mark 3:14-15)

What did Jesus give the apostles in partnership?
 
__________________________________________________  (Matthew 10:1


Whose Ambassadors are those called to witness?
 
___________________________________________________ (2 Corinthians 5:20)

When you become his witness, what will the Holy Spirit give you?
 
______________________________________________________(Acts 1:8)

Who did Peter say that Jesus was when asked?
 
______________________________________________________(Matthew 16:15-16)
After commanding the disciples to go unto all nations, what did Jesus ask them to do?
 

________________________________________________________________ (Matthew 28:18-20)
What did the Son of Man come to seek and save?
 
______________________________________________________________ (Luke 19:10)

Where does Jesus say you will be his witness?   (Acts 1:8)
 

__________________________________

__________________________________


__________________________________

__________________________________

What must you do to have your sins wiped out?
 

______________________ and __________________________________ (Acts 3:19)

If faith comes by hearing, where is the message heard?
 
___________________________________________________________ (Romans 10:17)

Let us encourage one another, and not give up (what)?
 

_________________________________________________________(Hebrews 10:25)
The Holy Spirit has made overseers of what?
 

____________________________________________________________ (Acts 20:28)

The Holy Spirit has made overseers to shepherd what?
 

____________________________________________________________ (Acts 20:28)

What is your body considered?
 

____________________________________________________________(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

Who does Jesus say he is, that you might come to the Father?
 

______________________________________________________________(John 14:6)

